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Need for a resolution? The Assembly acknowledged the:

* Growing prevalence of hearing loss globally and the fact that 90% of people with hearing loss live in low- and middle-income
countries where they lack access to required services;

* Persistently high incidence of ear diseases and noise exposure;

* High impact of unaddressed hearing loss at level of the individual, family and society as a whole;

* Fact that many causes of hearing loss are preventable and that successful, cost-effective interventions are available, which if
administered in a timely manner can mitigate the adverse impact of hearing loss;

* Importance of addressing hearing loss in order to achieve the sustainable development goals (SDG).

The resolution calls upon all WHO Member States to:

1. Integrate strategies for ear and 2. Collect high-quality population- 3. Establish suitable training

hearing care within the health systems based data on ear diseases and hearing programmes for HR development

of countries loss

4. Ensure vaccination coverage 5. Develop, implement and monitor 6. Make high-quality, affordable

against rubella, measles, mumps and screening programmes in high-risk hearing technologies accessible

meningitis populations

7. Implement regulations for control 8. Improve communication access 9. Ensure that people with hearing

of noise and ototoxic medicine use through sign language and captioning loss are included in the achievement of
SDGs

The resolution asks WHO to promote ear and hearing care (EHC) through:
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1. A World Report on 2. Advocacy on the 3. The Make Listening 4. A toolkit of technical
Hearing World Hearing Day Safe initiative to prevent support to Member States

noise-induced hearing loss in planning and
implementation of EHC

5. A multi-stakeholder engagement to prevent and address hearing loss globally



